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TWO CAR RAILROAD CIRCUSES 
FM. FARRELL 





In looking back to the golden ege of the Circus end those yeers 
when the Circuses toured during the summer months,they hed no compe- 
tition like today.I recall in years gone by the Circus wes the only 
shows the folks sew during the summer months.There were many Circuses 
of verious sizes,such es smell wegon shows travelling over the roads 
on 3 and 4 wegons end on up.Some shows using enywhere from 25 to 40 
wegons end putting out e very colorful street perede, 

Also there wes reilroed shows trevelling on 2 and 3 cers end big 
Circuses travelling from plece to plece on meny cers,Knowing thet mény 
members of the CHS never sew eae 2 or 3 cer reilroed Circus I thought 
perheps they might be interested in reeding en erticle on 2 andns cer 
Circuses,T remember beck in the eerly 1900's there wes meny 2 cer Cir- 
cuses on tour, 4LIER JON3S,for meny years opereted 2 end 3 car Circuses 
end wes considered the king of the 2 cer showmen,Some of the titles he 
used on his 2 cer shows were:-COOPSR BROS.3 HUGO BROS, MODERN UNITED 
SHOWS, COL & ROGERS; KING & TUCKER, STONE & MURRAY, RICE BROS; 
PARKS & BANKS, MONTGOMERY QUEEN, GREAT EASTERN HIPPODROME SHOWS , 
COLE BROS; end meny more old titles, 

It wes in the spring of 1911 thet I sew my first 3 cer Circus.It 
wes MASTESRSONS R.R.SHOWS en “Mxhibition of Quelity,Distinction end Ori- 
ginelity,so the letter heed reed.The show wes e 3 cer Circus end open 
ed the tenting seeson in Cherleston,W,Ve.on Set.Apr,22,1911.Pleyed in 
liiddleport, Ohio,lMon, 24th, Point Pleesen 1b W.Ve.coth; Poca,W.Va,. 2e6th;Ceder 
Grove 2/th;Booner 28th; Montromery e9th end Sundeyed in Page,W,Va.The 


show mede meny towns in ‘’. ’e.end some in Ve.end Ohio.HARRY TOPPING wes 
the owner, FRAIK KENJOCK I ¢,cend director;lSRRIT BaLeW,ecuestrian dir; 
MABEL KENJOCKATY,eovestrienne,There were meny performers but their 


nemes heve long ego slipped my memory.The show hed e dining cer,where 
¢11 meels were served.Mr.Topping hed + steteroom in the further end of 
the cer end between the steteroom end dinines dep't wes e room contéin- 
ing berths for the officiels of the show,There wes e€ sleeper for the 
big show end side show performers d the bendc,One end wes pertitioned 
off for the bosses.The 3rd cer we 60 ft.stock cer where ell of the 
show wes cerried including the horses,ponies end performing dogs. 

The spring of 1914 I joined my first 2 cer show. It wes the STONE 
& MURRAY CIRCUS,SLMER JONTS wes the owner, ALEC JONSS mger.JAKs FRIGDIIAN 
mgr,of the pit show end bis show ennouncer,.I mede side show openings, 
élso did megic,punch,vent end igen A! aaa the side show, LARRY LARSON 
wes director of pe big show bend.JOz MPSAY 5 lot sup't;CARTWRIGHT,<¢€j; 
in the big show wes the MORRTSES end their tre ined monkeys, they elso 
did Rolling Globe, ,rings » single treps end iron jew; OWEN LEWIS worked the 
elephant ect,elso rijing and trained dogs,goodnight pony and Jan.mule, 
GEO,.WiittTODs did the foot slide,bounding wire end swinging perch.BOB 
COOK and ROY LEINHART were two of the clowns, 

We were showing in e town in Minn,one dey end the GOLLMAR BROS. 
CIRCUS e 25 cer show wes showing in e town not meny miles awey.Some of 
the town folks went thet day to the town thet Gollmer was showing in 
end took in the metinee end then returned end took in our night show, 
The Stone & Murrey Circus trevelled from plece to plece on 2 R.R,cers, 
One cer wes e Pullmen sleeper 70 ft. long,In the sleeper wes one state 
room for the mgr.end his wife.There wes the reguler berths for the pe: 
formers etc,In one end wes e kitchen where ell meels were prepered en 
el11 meels were served in the cer.Regrerdless of whet time the show err- 
ived in © town we never missed e¢ merl,There wes ¢ 70 ft, beggege cer 
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where all of the equipment wes cerried, ea] SO sleeping quarters for the 
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working men.The show used e 90 ft.tcop with two 40 ft.middles. Sideshow 
wes a 50 ft.with two 20 ft,mi Adles.Pit show wes a 20x30 ft.top and the 
dressing room top wes 3 20x60 .The show nerried 5 ceses of enimeals, One 
smell elephent.s cemel.& ponres,.2 heed of baggege stock and a troupe 
of degs toat performed in tne biz sho anc 2 Jen, muie and cert, There 


— we ~~ ~~ . 
were 2 glily wezons,The wegons 


C 
doors,As soon ae the first weron wes losded the teem 
first wegon re 


with i*-when the 


weve knocked down GO load 7 in the 


burned the second we 


oyerwee LO 


the lot erd so on until the cer wes ell urnloaded.The ceges were 


to leeve the fase end first to lercve } the lot et night, The 
ow ©s no menergeric 
s soon es the big show sterted 


phent and cemel were in the sie 


The side show “a tases down ast 


e sn 
E 


loeded end sent to the trein,No doubt but whet some 


thet so much couipment end performers end props could be 
enyone 


e 2 eer shov naterthie Yhon it ig 


e fect,If you sew 


2 cer shows you would wonder how they loeded it ell, 


CHS BIT LEONARD trouped wi 
1919 end she !nows it could be 
showmen could load es much eas 

The show exhibited in Cass 
there the 14t+th.Sun.morning they |] 
leke where we hsd é€ picnic and 
with tne show tried their luck 
never sew snything like it, Che 


wes eé big 4th of July celebretic 
in town to ettend the everia, t Looked es if the show 
meny customers thet dey with so much going on.Nevertheless the 
shewed to overflow business both : 


SPARKS CIRCUS wes showing in Re 
losing the dey jumping from Gre 
the efternoon the trein stopped 


et the R.R.stetion so he invited 
of those thet got off the trein 
Sperks Circus wes billed to show 


cers leyed over in Crookston t} 
trein into Crookston,.At “dgeley 


hot dev,ebout 6 P,}I".e twister hj 


th one of Slmer Jones 
done,I believe it wes CHRISTY'S.No 


end 
the 


the 


lot 
dy to move to 


ceges,ele- 


e& Cc 


Cc ww 


top wes cerried. 


® cer shows in 


Elmer Jones or Geo,Christy, 


Lake Minh, BO % June 13th,elso Sund-r: 


shed up the teem drove all tc 
lots of sood eets,.Meny of the fi: 


end whet 
snow wes 
on on end there wes 


cetches they had thet dé 
in Roseeu,Minn.July 4th, There 


thousends ot 


would not 


rain end heil, It took everything down on the lot ené ruined the 


We lost the night show,The side 


show top only hed a 


few teers 


wes reedy Mon,The big top wes used for e few deys until enother 


rived from winter auarters, 


All 2 and 3 cer Circuses moved from plece to plece on psssenger 
nspection to move in 
jumps on eccount 

n efter 


treins end cers hed to be equip 
pessenger service.Qnce in ewhil 
of not being eble to meke conne 
noon performence.Once in ewhile 
treins could not get the show i 
€long ceme eutos end reilroads 
brench lines and locel treins o 
< cer shows pessed out of the pi 
QUSEN end the GREAT TASTERN HIP 
two being owned by Elmer Jones 
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DON ‘T FORGET THES XMAS ADS-TH® 


pec so ¢s to stend 


e we lost e dey meking 


etions,so es to get in town for é 
we he 4 speciel moves,when pessenger 
matinee,.in le 


non time to pes a 
Sterted teking o 


f pessenger trei 


n the mein vices so no treins to 


Lieture.,I heve troupe 
PODROM, CHRISTY'S HER 
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wil th I (ONTGO 


BEER BR ROf >.The 


end the lest one by Geo,Christy,. 
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and 


reeders will doubt 
cerried with 
of Elmer Jones 


people 


Feat 


big 


in it 


top 


Circus 


n erternocn end night, 01 July 7th *he 
qd Leke Fells,Minn,The Stone & Murrey we 
endush,l".nn.to Petersburg?N.Dak,Lete in 
et Red Leke Fells end Ches, Sperks we 
some of us to visit hig show.l wes one 
enc visited the Sperks Circus thet eve, 
in Crookstonzgy¥inn,July 8th and our 
i@ nireht of the Meh 80 we rode Sperks 
TMuly 25th stend wes e terrible 
t the show elong with e down pour of 
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BIG TOP 

1 Pole Wegon 28 ft. 

1 Stringer wegon 26 ft, 

2 pionk re oe 14'6" 

2 cheir wagons 14'6""ge 178 

C canvas we 20ns 14 ft, 

1 steke & chein 14! 

1 steke driver L3° 
PROP DEP'T 

l cenves wagon 16'6" 

2 trunk wegons 14'6" 

1 trep & werdrobe 14'62 

1 air celliope 14! 

1 inside prop 19! 
Cook House 

l baggage wegon 19! 

1 boiler weron L2' 
Side Show 

l baggege wagon 19° 

1 COLUMBIA teb 23 ' 
Light Dep't 

1 beggege wegon L/' 

1 Teb 5° 

JAGURIE “AG ON 19! 

STABLE WAGON 15' 
BIG SHOW TICKET WAGON 15! 
CANDY STAND WAGON 
3S MACK TRUCKS a7 ' 
CAGES: 

1 hippo den 21'6" 

1 seal den le! 

4 cross ceges 6' 

1 cege 15! 

1 cege 16'6" 

4 cages 12'6" 

1 cege 10! 
: * * * * * * 


Tom & Bob Perkinson took time out 


COLE BROS. 


Chelmer Condon 


480(0l1d number) 


#81 
49] 
#98 


fAl. 


#82 


* 


d went on a trip to the West Coast. 
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#80(new number) 
#81 t! 


#71 °& 72 


La 
#12 
#11,10,9,8. 


# 
* * * * 


On the wey they met Bill ee Fleming and Art Stensved.Saw Cole 


Bros, then Deiley Bros,at 
et Beldwin Perk,Celif end 


he Arthur Circus with 


It only tekes $1 for e 
et the seme time mekes 
be sure to merk your ac 


XYmes 
big end 
d Xmes 


Gellup,N 
ey there 
wegons 


necessery of course if it is 


es the issue size will depend on 
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Greeting 
worthwhile Xmes is 
printed |! 


the 
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COVER 
The photo on this month's cover is of 


lest few yesers hes been used by COLE 
Om * * OK xx 
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not 


Wi 
2, 
\ 
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»\Yent to the old Barnes quarters 
Sew 4 R.R.cers of 
Beldwin Park. 
to ell your fellow members end 
sue,Send now but 
before,this is not 
2eting end not en ed. Send it eerly 
emount of ads, 


nothing 
1 rotting 
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ewey at 
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the "COLUMBIA" wegon end for the 
ticket wegon,. 
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KING BROS.CIRCUS Jun, 27,1946 
Jed « CROWLEY 


This truck show and real circus is owned by both FLOYD KING and HAROLD 
RUMBAUGH,Big Top is en 80 ft,round top with 2-30 ft.middles and 1-40 
ft.middle.Insteed of the bigger middle piece covering the center ring 
it covers the #3 ring.Show uses 2 rings,one at eech end end a stege ir. 
the center.Big Top hes 4 center poles and 16 querter poles.Grend stend 
seats ere 6 high end blues ere 8 high,Menegerie Top is e 60 ft.round © 
top with 2-30 ft.middles,end contains 3 bulls,2 camels,3 horses,6 pon- 
ies,l secred cow,2 euded.Cage cerrying 14 monkeys,cage with a musk ox, 
cege with ae lion,lioness and es psir of beers.Side Show Top is a 60 ft. 
top with 2-30s.Cookhouse Top is e 40x60 ft.Two Pit Shows sre also car- 
ried,L&e HINCKLEY hes the bend(8 pieces)and an eir calliope.Dressing 
Top is 20x30.Bend Top is 20x20,Trucks ere peinted yellow with red let- 
tering of the title.Trucks are es follows:- 
#38 Semi Treiler Concessions 
‘i “ Light Plent 

Props and workmens sleeper 

Ring curbs,stage end seat planks 

Horse ven 

Ring stock,ponies,dogs and led stock 

Bull truck 

Cookhouse 

Side show top and equipment 


Sleeper 
t! 


? 


Side show bend and colored sleeper 
Plenks,stringers,poles 
Grend stand cheirs end platforms 
smell Ford pickup truck 
Streight bed truck,repeirs 
! se tt weter tank 
Army 4 wheel streight bed,side show sleeper 
Four wheel wegon treiler,ticket wagon 
Bendstend,bend top,planks,eir celliope 
Streight bed truck,big top canves,hes a hoist on 
Two wheel sutomatic steke driver 
Straight bed cege(monkeys) 
t" tt " (musk ox) 
it " (lLions,beers) 
Concessions dep't truck 
Pit show truck 


CIRCUS XMAS CARDS FOR SALE 
Xmas cerds with e circus photo on end your neme plus the greetings, 
If you wish you mey choose eny photo from my vest file of negetives, 
Just name the type you went(lot scene,enimal shot,perede wegon etc) 
end the Circus or send your own negetive or photo,All photos or neg- 
etives will be returned,Order now-Don't delsy-100 for only 6.00 

VAN MATRE 3328 H St.. Phila, Pa. 


DON'T FORGET THS BIG CIRCUS EXHIBIT AT THE WASHINGTON COUNTY MUSEUM 
FROM NOV.1Oth to D'C.1lst.ALL FREE AND EVERYONE IS INVITED. 
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ROBINSON FAMOUS SHOWS-1914 ROUTE-JERRY MUGIVAN & BERT BOWERS 


OWNERS-22 CAR CIRCUS(BY 


15 


Montgomery , 
Celere, 
Birminghem, 
Cullmen, 
New Deeetur, 
Columbie, 
Galletin, 


Russellville, Ky, 
Green, 


Bowling 


) Glesgov', 


Le Grenge, 
Frenkfort, 
Peris, 
Yinchester, 
Vt.Sterling, 
Moreheed, 
Ashlend, 
Meysville, 
Covington, 
Greenville, 
Merysville 
Gelion, 
Berberton, 


omeaterd 


West Newton 


aA Tr 


MeKees Rocks 
Cernegie 
Weshington 
Yellsburg 
E.Liverpool 
Ambridge 
Leechburg 
Kittenning 
Frenklin 
Titusville 
Jemestown 
Gowende 
Niegere Falls 
SG. Cat 
Wellend 
Dunnville 
Toronto 
Uxbridge 
Peterboro 
Lindsey 
Berrie 
Meeford 
Collingwood 
l"idlend 


Ala, 
1! 


Tenn, 
? 


C.E.DUBLE WHO 
June 17 


18 


19 


.- #8 wate 
Grand 


SPENT ENTIRE SZASON ON 


Orillia, Ont. Canede 
Perry Sound, Ont. Canede 
Sudbury ; 


IT) 


Sturgeon ells, Ont. Cenes 
, Cochrene, 


So. Porcupine, 
“nglehert, 

North Cobelt, 

North Bey 

lattewe , 

Pembroke, 

Arnprior, 

Ottewe ‘ 

St.Jerome, Que. 
Joliette, " 
Grend Mere, ‘ 
Quebec, . 
St.Anne De Leperede, 
Three Rivers 

Terre Bonne 
Lechute Que. 
Meissonnevue s 
Montreal 

hiagog 

ot. Hyecinthe 

Sorel 

Nicolet 

Montmegny 

Riviere De Loup " 

7 amundston 

Fells 
Yoodstock 
Fredericton 


25 Doektown 


Chethem 
Amherst 
Truro 


30 Windsor 


therines, Ont. Ceneads 


Helifex 

New Glesgow 
sydney 

North Sydney 
Antigonish 
Pictou 
Oxford 
Moneton 
St.John 
Bengor 
Gerdiner 
North Conwey 


5 Lencester 


St. Johnsbury 
Newport 
Richford 
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St.Albens Vt. Sept.28 Clarksburg, 
Burlington, " Merietta, 
Berre " Athens 
Cleremont, N.H. Oct, Chillicothe 
Brettleboro Vt, Portsmouth 
Bellows Falls " Williamson 
Rutlend m Bluefield 
Bennington " Puleski 
Granville N.Y. Christiensburg 
Schenecetdy “ Roenoke 
Utice Farmville 
Auburn O Bleckstone 
Geneva Petersburg 
Wellsboro Weldon 
Lockhaven Tarboro 
Williemsport Kinston 
Sunbury > Beeufort 
Mahony City New Bern 
Pottsville ) Washington 
Lebenon 'O Greenville 
Coluinbie Wilson 
York Werssw 
Lencester | Pilkington 
Coetesville Whiteville 
Wilmington ; Darlington 
Elkton id. Orengeburg 
Westminster Thomson 
Cumberlend Washington 
Piedmont lV. Medison 
Grefton Honroe 
Morgentown NOV. Rome 
Feirmont Delton 
Mennington 4 Chetteanooge Tenn, 
Totel mileege 10,950 miles-16 Stetes visited-4 provinces of Canada- 
176 show deys-59 stends in Cene 6. Winter Quertere et Perus Ind, 


BOR DICK AN'S CIRCUS: 
(Wendell Goodwin) 

There is still plenty of romence left in the grend old tredition 
the-Americen Circus.Bob Dickmens Circus is é¢ small one ring mud hopper 
thet brings back memories of the eerly wegon shows thet brought out the 
netives in the deys of Sem Scribner, Warren Irons,Frost Lemon, Mertin Je 
Downs etc.Lois Bull,who suthored "T The Love Trepeze" one of the truly 
street Circus stories would undoubtedly enjoy spending e week with the 
Dickmen show, 

Elmer Kemp,a well known circus enthusiest;end the writer,motored 
“rom Trenton,N.J.to Clinton,N.J.to witness e performance of the Dick- 
fen aggregation end we spent 6 thoroughly enjoyeble ievening, Mr, Kemp 
iendled the sound system and sew to it thet trenscriptions of old fesh- 
ioned circus music played during the progrem,while the writer wes guest 
eouestrien director for the evening performence., 

It is the type of a circus thet effords en opportunity to e men to 
*neak ewey from the hubbub of business,politics end texes end in the ro 

e of e guest clown with the show-ree iy have a grend time and two wks, 
vecetion, Tha- -antira_sheemerres onions truck, A smell light plant loceted 
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in back of the trucks ceb furnishes the illuminetion for the big top, 
the merouee,and the midwsy.The big top is square end meesures 100x80, 
It is the only genuine air-conditioned tent in circusdom.,It would teke 
@ month of Sundays to count the holes in it.There ere 12 sections of 
blues,five high.The circus program is presented in one ring end it cost 
oO¢ to see it.If you went to sit in the center it costs 15¢ more,.Bob 
Dickmen,sole proprietor and manger of the show sits on a high box under 
the merauee,and sells and collects the tickets,Exactly 3 men teke pert 
in the circus performance,In sddition,Mr,Dickmen hes 2 workingmen to 
help him put it up,end teer it down,On the midway is the novelty stand 
owned by the general agent Jack Grent,and operated by his wife Gene. 
There is elso a photo gellery opereted by Jim & Mildred Reever,and Ray 
end Dore Rizzeni have peenuts end popcorn, 

The performance is as follows:-Displey 1.Frenk Doss and his educe- 
ted dogs and monkeys;Displey 2,.Robinson the megicien;Displey 3.Buck 
Leahy clown number; Display 4.Candy pitch; Displey 5. Buck Leahy contort- 


ion act;Displey 6, Prenk Doss and his militery ponies,That ladies and 
gents concluded the circus performence, 


SPH IFIHPHISIEIS ISI EI FO PH Ve Ve Me ge Vege ge Reve He ve Te He Te Pe Fe He He Ve Hee ey” 
J.Trecy writes thet he sew the Jemes Cole Circus et Lockport, thet pce ol 
Tumber hes the kid show on it end thet they were old Golmer Bros, tro 
ers.He also ceught Bailey Bros,et Tonewende end then RBBB on June Cth 
in his own home town of Buffelo. Dr. Humberd peid him 4 visit end th | 
then went together end peid e visit on Mr.Carrier the gient who is 7ft, 
2in.The Doc mekes ea study of gients end told Trecy the only gient with 
eny approech to scientific accurecy to his knowledge was Jeck Earl,He 
seid he hed files on 256 and met 15 personelly.The most interesting 
ones being Willie Camper & Rob't Wedlow.As e doctor Ella Ewing end Mrs. 
Fischer impressed him.Also seid the height eround 1900 wes 6 ft.10 in, 
before you could be called e giant.Since the time of Barnum's Museum 
there has been between 50 and 60 thet heve trouped with circuses.The 
first gient to be exhibited in Americe wes M.Bihin in 1830,then in 1864 
became features in the circus eannex.He hes e negro gient living with 
him thet he is meking a medicel study of.His home is in Barnard, Mo. 

26 Oak UO ID Te fe 1 Da a1 1c take ta 1a Tak 1 Sata late KHeRetaNele Hane Nate tena heveneth 
ADS ARE 20¢ e line with e min, of o lines. Send in your xmas ads now. 


The cover on jest Madd ie BANDWAGON we - of tne efigine) u 5 BANDWAGON 
end is now down in Flé,st RBBB winter querters rotting away.This wagon 
represents Div.1 which is heeded by DON SMITH,On purpose this informe- 
tion was let out last month just to see how many would write in ebout 
it,how meny would know whet wagon it was and how many if any would be 


eble to furnish the information of when and where it had been taken, 
he 


PLEASE SEND YOUR DOLLAR FOR YOUR BANDWAGON MEMBERSHIP PIN TO J.CROWLEY 


Circus season will soon be over so let's start to plen during the win- 
ter for our CONVENTION next summer,Please send in suggestions where it 
should be held,on what Circus,in whet part of the country and anything 
that will help to meke it a success.All this will take time and people 
appointed,progrems figured out,Circuses contacted ete,Let's decide at 
whet time of the year would be best suited end the amount of days it 
should be held.Send all suggestions to VAN MATRE 3328 H St, Phila.Pa. 
Everything sent in will be published so you will know how it is pro- 
gressing.It is up to you,you will only get out of anything what U putin, 








